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Strange Recollections

I. What Does Moshe Remember?
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1 And Hashem said to Moses: ‘Carve for yourself two tablets of stone like to the first; and | will
write upon the tablets the words that were on the first tablets, which you shattered. 2 And be
prepared in the morning, and ascend Mount Sinai in the morning unto, and stand there by Me
there on the mountaintop. 3 No one else shall come up with you, and no one else shall be seen
anywhere on the mountain; neither shall the flocks and the herds graze at the foot of this
mountain.” 4 So Moses carved two tablets of stone, like the first, and early in the morning he
went up on Mount Sinai, as the LORD had commanded him, taking the two stone tablets with
him.
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1 At that time Hashem said to me: ‘Carve for yourself two tablets of stone like to the first, and
ascend to Me to the mountain; and make for yourself an ark of wood. 2 And | will write on the
tablets the words that were on the first tablets which you did shatter, and you shall place them
in the ark.' 3 So | made an ark of cedar-wood, and carved two tablets of stone like unto the first,
and | ascended the mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 4 And He wrote on the tables
according to the first writing, the Ten Declarations, which Hashem spoke unto you on the
mountain from the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly; and Hashem gave them to
me. 5 And | turned and descended from the mountain, and | placed the tablets in the ark that |
had made; and they remained there, as Hashem commanded me.
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Il. Breaking the Tablets
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19 And it came to pass, as soon as he drew near the camp, that he saw the calf and the dances;
and Moses' anger waxed hot, and he threw the tablets from his hands, and shattered them at
the foot of the mountain.

0 719 DNAT
P17 NIX AWK TN A NN DNN0 Nd0N 73y 0d7 DN'WY DI'N7R 2177 DNRVN NINE RN (TV)

:DDNIN
:027'V7 DNAWNI T 'Y 7un DD7WURI NN AW WONNI (1Y)
16 And | saw, and, behold, you had sinned against Hashem, your God; you had made for
yourselves a molten calf; you had strayed quickly form the way that Hashem had commanded
you. 17 And | took hold of the two tablets, and threw them from my two hands, and shattered
them before your eyes.

Il. Judgment
X TINY 20 9T NiNA' Ndon '721 TIN'n
:NYNY XN N2 WITEN D7 10K W7 U INRE,NNAY YUK QT DN DyT? IMyT nnhonl
.NNAYY N WY

17 719 DNAT
D19 7N DD PIRY IVT WX NWND 78w TIY X1 0 X7 (')

IR 7071 1'TaY 7571 W97 0Mvn YaRa NIWYYT IRt IN7W AWUR DIM9mMnE NNRN 727 (RY)
SN D W Dwn nwY WR 2Iman Kmn 7% nprnn T 72371 ()
10 And there hath not arisen a prophet since in Israel like unto Moshe, whom Hashem knew
face to face; 11 in all the signs and the wonders, which Hashem sent him to do in the land of
Egypt, to Pharaoh, and to all his servants, and to all his land; 12 and by all the mighty hand, and
in all the awesome power, which Moshe performed in the sight of all Israel.
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Rashi: The final words of the Torah text, “before the eyes of all Israel,” reference Moshe’s
greatness in the shattering of the tablets
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lll. The Approaches

A. An involuntary Act
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Rashbam: When Moshe saw the calf, his strength ebbed and he had only enough power to
thrust the tablets far enough away that they would not damage his feet as they fell from his
hands.
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Ramban: Moshe did not hesitate to shatter the tablets, for he was so angered when he saw this
evil deed, he could not control himself.

B. A Defensive Maneuver
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Midrash Rabba: Moshe reasoned: Better that the people should be judged as inadvertent
sinners rather than conscious perpetrators. He therefore shattered the tablets.
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Midrash Rabba: Moshe throws his lot in with the nation. “If they have sinned,” he argues, “so,
too, | have sinned. After all, | shattered the tablets.”
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C. Condemnation
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Rashi: Moshe deliberates: if the Torah states with regard to the Pesach sacrifice, which is only
one mitzva-“no apostate may partake of it ,” now when the entire Torah is involved and all of
Israel are apostates, shall | give the Torah to them?

E. Educative
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Netziv: Moshe is in control at all times. He deliberately delays the shattering of the tablets until
he is in view of the nation, thus ensuring their remorse and their acceptance of the
appropriateness of their punishment.
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Meshech Chochma: Moshe teaches the nation that there is only one source of holiness: God
himself.

F. Return to Recollections
The Ark: A lesson of context?
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G. Understanding Nechama....
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